DRAFT

International Planning Workshop (Field-study series)

Urban Development and Access in Mumbai

This field-based course will examine the structure, implementation, and impact of various urban development strategies on access opportunities in international cities. We will include urban governance, land use planning, transportation and infrastructure planning, housing development, and industrial location policy in our analysis. In particular, however, we will focus on how physical planning strategies impact access opportunities for low-income groups. This year we will travel to Mumbai, India. 

In Mumbai, we will spend a week meeting planners and policymakers, activists and nonprofits’ representatives, researchers and academics to develop a grounded understanding of urban development and planning issues in the city. Workshop participants will be expected to write a term paper on the basis of their field-study and independent research.

Course format and requirements

1. Five class meetings (At least 10 hours of class time)

Three meetings will be before the field-trip and will include one introductory session/lecture on Mumbai’s urban history. The other meetings will be used to develop the itinerary and distribute responsibilities among the workshop’s participants. Two meetings will be organized after the field-trip. The first will a debriefing session to assess the lessons of the trip and to discuss topics for the term papers. Participants will present their papers in the final session. This session will be open to the public.

2. Course reading

The instructor will put together a reader of introductory and seminal readings on the urban development of Mumbai. Students will be expected to complete the readings before the field-trip

3. Five days of structured and pre-planned field-activities in Mumbai

Filed-activities will include meetings with planners and policymakers, local experts, activists and nonprofits’ representatives, and community groups, etc. The complete list of activities must be prepared at least four weeks prior to the field-trip.

4. 5,000 words term paper

Participants will write a term paper assessing access opportunities for the poor and how they might be improved. Papers on access to land and housing, infrastructure and transport, employment, open-space, cultural opportunities etc., are welcome. However, you are required to have your paper-proposals approved by the instructor. The papers should be related to the activities and topics covered in the trip and the course reader.

5. Trip logistics

The field-work will be organized in the spring-break: Monday, March 24 to Friday, March 28, 2003. Students, with the approval of the instructor, are required to arrange all the logistics of this field-trip.

Grading

Half of the grade will be based on attendance and participation, and the other half on the term paper.
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